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SCHOOL PROGRAMMING, GO GREEN GRANTS, RECYCLE FIELD TRIPS, COMMUNITY OUTREACH, 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS, STUDENT INITIATIVES AND GRANT PROCUREMENT 

 
“We see youth [can be the power of change] through great technological innovations, through inspiring 

social mobilization. The challenge is to bring talent, vision and resources to bear on the great social 
challenges before us. Never, ever lose faith in the ability of the individual to make a difference in the 

lives of others. There is no greater pursuit, no more noble calling, than advancing human well-being and 
the global common good.” - UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 

 
 

MISSION: 
To nurture appreciation for our natural environment and its precious resources, resulting in  
meaningful behavior changes to achieve a healthy, sustainable planet for future generations.  

VISION: 
To empower young leaders to take charge of their sustainable future by actively engaging in student lead 

initiatives to implement positive change.
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Peace, Love & Planet  

2015 ANNUAL REPORT 
 Thanks to your support, 2015 was an eventful year!  Peace, Love & Planet (PLP) worked 
tirelessly with Michigan children to help students understand how their eco-friendly choices 
make a difference.  By collaborating with schools, the YMCA, ReCommunity Resource Recov-
ery facility, and MI Green Schools, we inspired new sustainable initiatives and supported stu-
dent lead environmental projects via PLP “Go Green Grants”.  Through efforts in school cafe-
terias and community outreach programs, we are fostering appreciation for Earth’s resources 
in exciting new ways.  

Schools are challenged on many fronts leading to inferior sustainability programs.  While 
some districts simply do not offer recycling, others experience confusion identifying accepta-
ble materials.  There is no “cookie cutter” approach when it comes to sustainability.  Therefore, 
PLP tailors programs to meet each schools specific needs.  By engaging and supporting stu-
dent lead initiatives we empower young leaders who understand the fragility of our planet to 
take action for positive change.  
 

FPS 6th Grade recycle tour. 

 

 
East Middle School received a “Go Green Grant” 

for a water filling station.

 

 
YMCA went “green” by adding nature themed 

programs, counselor training and recycling.

2015 HIGHLIGHTS: 

• Connected with over 9,500 students via programs and community outreach 

• Launched Farmington Public School Recycle Revitalization Project by installing 38 new 
cafeteria recycle bins with professional signage throughout the district 

• Examined 1,500 pounds of cafeteria trash to help students understand personal contri-
bution  

• Funded $400 Go Green Grants totaling $4,000 for student lead environmental projects 

• Sponsored recycle center field trip for 800+ FPS 6th graders 

• Partnered with YMCA and hosted weekly nature appreciation workshops for campers 

  

These accomplishments have made significant progress towards empowering students to 
champion their sustainable future.  Conserving natural resources and reducing pollution  
preserves nature, ensuring the safety of our children’s health as well as Michigan’s lands, riv-
ers, and precious Great Lakes!   
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 We welcome 2016 with fresh optimism.  PLP’s objective is to partner with schools and 
businesses to implement long-term, meaningful programs that make both economical and en-
vironmental sense.  We will continue to offer financial support for student lead initiatives, giv-
ing todays youth leadership opportunities to make their voices heard and turn ideas into ac-
tions.  To assist us in this endeavor PLP is seeking two additional board members.  Please 
contact us to get involved, share ideas or support us at PLP_Gina@me.com. 

 

SPECIAL “THANKS” TO OUR SPONSORS  
The Bosch Foundation granted PLP $4,100 to send 800 Farmington Public 
School (FPS) sixth graders on a recycle field trip to enhance understand-
ing why recycling is vital to sustainability and increase recycling partici-

pation at school and at home. 

 

The Farmington/Farmington Hills Education Foun-
dation granted PLP$2,500 to rollout new cafeteria re-
cycle carts and signs for FPS district. 

 

 ReCommunity provided free tours at their Huron River Recycle facility 
 in 2015 for the 800+ FPS 6th graders. 

 

For the sixth consecutive year, Kohl’s volunteer helped at our Earth 
Day event at the Farmington Hills Nature Center and provided PLP a 
$500 grant.  

 

 

BUSINESS COLLABORATORS
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LETTER FROM THE CEO 
Dear Friends, 

When I founded Peace, Love & Planet in 2008, my goal was simple, to provide an alternative to 
landfills for the nonrenewable resource plastic.  While recycling is one small solution to the 
very complex issue of climate change, I realize the larger barrier we face is changing attitudes 
about trash, its prevention and personal accountability.  The best way to reduce trash is by 
not generating it in the first place.  Reducing consumption of goods, such as single-use packag-
ing and disposable water bottles, is a terrific place to start.  Although convenient, these items 
place a huge demand on Earth’s resources primarily during the destructive extraction and 
manufacturing phases.  Although trash is not avoidable, it is imperative that we realize the 
value in natural resources and either refrain from using or recycle materials instead of throw-
ing away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discarding plastic water bottles, cans, and other recyclable materials into the trash remains 
commonplace throughout the community.  In 2014 PLP, with the support of Farmington Pub-
lic Schools (FPS) Green Initiative Focus Team (GIFT), launched an education campaign to en-
hance awareness about the importance of recycling.  To date we have sent over 1,700 FPS sixth 
graders on educational field trips to the ReCommunity Materials Recovery Facility.  These en-
gaging tours help develop a clear understanding of what and how to recycle.  By streamlining 
the recycling process throughout the FPS district with consistent processes and expectations, 
we can make conserving natural resources a fundamental choice for all students fostering long 
term, eco-friendly behaviors.  
 
Recycle field trips are part of a broader objective to increase recycling participation in the dis-
trict and nurture environmentally friendly school cultures.  Working with FPS for 6 years, PLP 
has gained valuable insight into waste reduction strategies.  Unfortunately, this program is not 
a priority of the district and therefore has received little administration support.  Without 
standard operating procedures in schools, recycling will continue to be an upward battle.  
While schools vary, the following factors must be incorporated into any strategic plan to en-
sure success. 
 
Strategic recycling plan:  

1. Active support of administration, staff, students and families 
2. Consistent signage and uniformity in recycle collection bins  
3. Streamlined operational processes  
4. K-12 student and staff education 
5. Student engagement via Green Teams 
6. Community outreach 

 

Reduce waste, reuse Recycle always Avoid waste Support nature 
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These key components are essential to developing a successful, institutionalized recycling pro-
gram. The core environmental values are Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  Recycling is the 3rd “r” and 
it is important we shift gears to focus on reducing consumption of natural resources including en-
ergy, water and petroleum. That said, recycling continues to be the starting point for schools 
and without it, it makes setting up “waste-free” cafeterias impossible.  Providing a sustainable 
foundation for our children to actively participate nurtures appreciation for nature in our 
schools and will help our children succeed.   
	
The Department of Environmental Quality estimates Michiganders throw away $4.7 million in 
natural resources annually.  Governor Snyder has vowed to double the states current rate of 
14% participation by 2016 (which still puts Michigan behind the 34% national average).  

To be a more effective environmental advocate I am currently enrolled in Wayne State Univer-
sity’s MBA program.  This will enable me to address school boards and institutions on the 
economic (as well as environmental) advantages of implementing green initiatives.  Although 
challenging, developing school cultures of environmentally conscience children is a funda-
mental responsibility for all schools.  Peace, Love & Planet can help institutionalize sustainabil-
ity. 

By empowering young change makers, PLP pursues its mission to nurture appreciation for na-
ture.  By reducing resource and energy consumption we reduce pollution and other negative 
impacts on our planet.   Of course, we can’t do this alone and truly appreciate your continued 
support.   

Wishing you a wonderful, happy, healthy 2016! 
Gina Adams-Levy,  
Founder and CEO 
Peace, Love & Planet
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2015 PEACE, LOVE & PLANET IN ACTION 
  

Recycle Revitalization 
By implementing a district wide, comprehensive, sustainable recy-
cling program we heightened awareness by the student body while 
bringing financial, environmental and social benefits to our schools 
and community 

 

ReCommunity 6th Grade Recycle Tours 

Located in New Boston, ReCommunity Resource Recovery Facility 
plays host to 800+ FPS sixth graders.  Students participated in this 
enrichment field trip to enhance awareness about why, what and 
how common, everyday packaging get recycled and turned into new 
products. 

Cafeteria Sorts 

Recycling is complicated but essential to conserving resources.  
Teaching students and staff about the process, and how to differen-
tiate between materials, enhances participation while reducing con-
tamination.  Designed to foster awareness about our trash, cafeteria 
sorts nurture healthy choices by means of portion control, fresh food 
alternatives, and reducing “single-use” packaging to avoid heavily 
processed foods, sugary drinks and waste. 

 
Funding for Student Lead Initiatives with “Go Green” Grants 
We are proud to announce the 2015 grant recipients. The projects 
varied in scope from saving energy and water to addressing the 
plummeting Chinook salmon population in Lake Michigan. 
A special "THANKS" goes out to all the dedicated student clubs, 
staff and parents supporting sustainability in your schools!   
 
 

Congratulations to the following 2015 grant recipients and their projects: 
 ▪ University Prep School -Chinook Salmon Spawning 
 ▪ Scotch Elementary -Recycle Expansion 
 ▪ Poupard Elementary -Raised Garden Beds 
 ▪ St. Valentine -Motion Light Sensors 
 ▪ Waterford and North Farmington High School -Water bottle filling station 

 
 

Thank you student ambassadors, interns, board members and volunteers! 
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PLP Board Members 

Gina Adams-Levy  Phil Levy    Marge Duncanson 
Founder	and	CEO	 	 	 President	 	 	 	 Treasurer	 	 	
PLP_Gina@me.com	 	 	 plevy@med.wayne.edu	 	 mkduncanson@msn.com	
	
Kristina	Dunne	 	 	 Kerin	Jones	 	 	 Lawren	Dame	 	
Legal	Advisor		 	 	 Secretary	 	 	 	 Summer	Intern	
kldunne@comcast.net		 	 kjones100@comcast.net	 	 ldame@my.madonna.edu	 	
	
Emilia	Sgambati		 	 Sidney	Schrand	
Student	Advisor	 	 	 Student	Advisor	
puppy18es@googlemail.com	 Liebe.sid@gmail.com	        

 

YOUR MONEY AT WORK 
Since 2008, PLP has empowered thousands of children with awareness and solutions on how 
to lead eco-friendly lifestyles.  Our members contribute in numerous ways to help us continue 
our mission.  Promoting conservation of Earth’s resources to achieve a sustainable future for 
generations is a big undertaking.  Thanks to contributors like you, we can continue our mis-
sion.  We understand as an individual or an organization you are frequently asked to give 
money.  As a 100% volunteer organization we want to assure you that your money is used 
wisely and invested in children’s environmental education.  Our work helps promote healthy, 
vibrant communities.  Thank you for your continued support! 

For more details about our work in the community go to 
 www.PeaceLoveandPlanet.org and join us on Facebook. 

 

NUMEROUS WAYS TO GIVE

 
1. Donate Online   ~HERE~ 

Or go to www.PeaceLoveandPlanet.org 
and select the DONATE. 

2. Promote PLP by sharing our website 
with principles, staff, PTA and coor-
dinators.   

3. Sponsor a PLP program at your 
school. *Base cost $300 for 250 stu-
dents. 

4. Do you shop at Kroger? Register 
Reward Cards by logging in, select 
PLP code 90032 to be your charity of 
choice! Kroger will donate 5% of 
your grocery bill to PLP! 
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Peace, Love & Planet  
Financials 

 

Fiscal Year  2015 / JANUARY 1, 2015 - DECEMBER 31, 2015 

INCOME: $13,489/ EXPENSES $12,483 

70% invested in children’s educational programming and  
community outreach 

EFFICIENCY: One child is impacted for every $ .75 donation 

IN KIND SERVICES: We conducted 12 programs free of charge, co-hosted 
the annual Earth Day Celebration, sent +850 students on field trip and  
assisted Farmington/Farmington Hills Education Foundation (FFHEF) 

host a “zero-waste” benefit for over 500 guests and implemented Recycle 
Revitalization in Farmington Public Schools cafeterias  

 

 

16%

15%

15%
54%

Donations School Programs
Product Sales Grants

17%

39%4%
19%

21%

Programs Grant Allocations
Insurance Products for sale
Operations

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES 

SUMMARY OF INCOME 


